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Dear Parents
Parents
Dear

It has been another wonderful week here at VES. Our students are very focused and enjoying being back at
school. I am delighted to confirm that VES has one of the highest attendance at school within Sharjah.
I would like to highlight the following key points for you to consider:-

Establish good sleeping habits
 Good-quality sleep is one of the most important aspects of maintaining physical and
psychological health. Please can all parents ensure that your children are in bed at a
reasonable time.
Build up your child's emotional resilience


Think of proactive ways to manage the stress in your child’s life especially in secondary
school (examination years). Ensure that your child meets regularly with their friends and
family. Make sure that they spend time related to the hobbies that they enjoy, reading or
watching things that make them laugh. Build, into your child’s daily routine, proven stressbusting activities such as yoga, meditation or exercises that involve deep breathing.

Keep your child focused on their goals


Setting goals is a great way to give your child direction, focus and motivation. Try to
ensure that their goals are achievable, measurable and have an end conclusion. It can be
helpful to break a larger goal into more manageable sub-goals.

Reward your child


The improved physical and psychological health that comes from prioritising your child’s
wellbeing is a reward in itself, but there’s also value in using tangible rewards when they
meet particular goals. Fun rewards such as the cinema, pizza party, trip to a fun park are
great ways to ensure that they are motivated and happy.

Focus on kindness and gratitude


An act of appreciation or kindness produces positive emotions, stronger social
connections and improved wellbeing. Consider simple ways you can build gratitude and
kindness into your child’s day at home. Kindness and gratitude are contagious, so imagine
the benefit to your child's well-being on a daily basis!
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We are so proud of all our students learning Mathematics each day and doing their best
to learn new skills. Students are learning different content throughout primary and they
are so glad to share some of their hard work with the whole school.
In order to enjoy Mathematics, you should try your best to know your timetables
thoroughly. Mathematics helps us understand the world and provides an effective way
of building mental discipline. Math encourage students in reasoning, critical thinking,
problem solving skills and even communication skills.
Mathematics is very important because it gives students an opportunity to improve their
skills on a daily basis. Mathematical knowledge plays a vital and crucial role in
understanding the content of other subjects such as Science, Biology, Accounting,
Geography and many more.
See below the hard work of our students! Keep it up!
FS: Count & Color

Year 1:
Coloring & Numbers

Year 3:
Shapes, Place Value,
Addition/Subtraction &
Counting

Year 2
Add/Subtract mentally

Year 4
Fractions

Year 5
Factors, Multiples &
Fractions

Year 6:
BODMAS & Common multiples
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Message
Message
from from
the Literacy
the KS4Coordinator
Team
(Primary)
A book ,too, can be a star
A living star to brighten the darkness,
Leading out into the expanding universe.
- Madeleine L’Engle
The children in primary have had a busy and exciting start to the year in their
literacy lessons. Our Roald Dahl day was a fantastic success ! The day celebrates the
life and works of one of the best loved children’s authors. From the creative and
colourful outfits to the interesting activities that they took part in, the children
were thoroughly engaged and they enjoyed their day.

As literacy coordinator, it is my role to enhance the quality of teaching and learning in
literacy (from FS1 to Year 6). My focus for this year is reading. Reading is important
because it improves the function of the brain, increases vocabulary, sharpens
memory, strengthens writing skills, and improves concentration. Some children do not
enjoy reading because it can take time to read something, or they might feel like
they cannot find a book that interests them. I want to change that. I believe that
books are fun and I know that most of the teachers would agree! Sometimes there is
nothing better than curling up on the sofa with a good book.
To foster a love of reading, Year 1 to Year 6 have a dedicated slot in their timetable
for when they go to the library. Whilst in the library, some classes have been busy
making bookmarks, designing their own book covers, and writing about their favourite
story characters.
Each year group also has a class reader which is embedded into their lessons:
- Year 1 and 2 are currently looking at fairy tales and traditional tales, such as The
Gingerbread Man, and Jack & the Beanstalk.
- Year 3 are reading about the adventures of Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown.
- Year 4 are enjoying Cliffhanger by Jaqueline Wilson. She is a fantastic writer and
has written lots of stories that can be relatable to children and teenagers.
- Year 5 are immersing themselves in the story of Wonder by R.J. Palacio.
- Year 6 are developing a positive attitude to reading with Goodnight Mister Tom by
Michelle Magorian. This is a great book which improves stamina for reading.
I am looking at more ways to improve reading this year with other events and themed
days. Keep an eye on Google Classroom for future updates. In the meantime, be sure
to pick up a book and immerse yourself in the wonderful world of reading!
From Miss Rachel
https://victoriaenglishschool.com
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Message from the Science Department
It is possible to prepare for the future without knowing what it will be.
The primary way to prepare for the unknowable is to concentrate on the quality of our relationships
and on how well we know and trust one another."
Here is where VES Science team are at their best—in knowing and trusting one another, in adhering to a
clear purpose, our very reason for being.
Science matters………….
Science is not just to learn the name
of interesting elements or matter.
In science, students learn how to plan,
think, solve problem, reason logically,
work independently and as a part of a group.
They can predict what might happens in
certain situations .All these skills are vital
in every walk of life.
Our expectations are very high. We want our students to be exceptional. In a welcoming and caring
environment, we provide a stimulating and engaging education with exceptional pastoral care designed
to ensure students are happy and have every chance to achieve their potential.

Academic News...Curriculum & Department activities:
• Year 7, 8 & 9 - Edexcel Lower Secondary curriculum
• Year 10 & 11 - Edexcel International GCSE
• Year 12 & 13 - Edexcel International Advanced Level

Stem teaching and learning: STEM based lessons are included in our KS3 curriculum. It engages
students and equips them with critical thinking, problem solving, creativity and collaborative skills
and ultimately establishes connections between the school, workplace, community and the global
economy.
Practicals: Students will get the opportunity to do practicals as per covid protocol guidelines.
Science Assessment:
• Baseline Assessments: conducted at the start of term 1 as a diagnostic tool to monitor
progress, set targets and inform planning.
• Formative Assessment: In class progress tests conducted by class teachers every fortnight in
order to regularly monitor student progress.
• Summative Assessment: formal mid-term and two mock examinations.
Homework: Students should expect to be set a variety of engaging homework tasks that aim to
develop their independent learning skills; these may include developing research skills or
consolidation and application of class- based learning. They will set one homework task per week
for all science which should takehttps://victoriaenglishschool.com
30- 40 minutes to complete.

STUDENT REFLECTIONS….
I have been an online student over the last year, and
now to finally be able to come back to school is a
wonderful experience.
Being able to learn my favorite subjects, in person, is
very exciting.
Science over this week has been extremely
interesting and informative, going into our first year
of IGCSE our studies are going to be very nerveracking; but with our extremely helpful and fun
teachers the new topics we covered these past weeks
seemed quite simple and easy.
Needless to say, I am very excited to learn new topics
over the course of this year and can’t wait to get to
know the subjects better. 
Jia 9V
First day at school was super organised
and
made me feel comfortable as a student;
the school handled the covid situation very
well whilst bringing back subjects like PE ,
swimming and science practicals!!!
Adam Issam -8V

Our students have developed new knowledge and skill within our science
lessons by utilising all and any opportunities to develop their transferable
and practical skills in a variety of ways
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What if a lesson on magnetism
inspires wonder and curiosity?
This month, year 8
students had an
opportunity to
explore and
discover what they
could do with
magnets using a
range of materials.
Iron filings and
magnetic fields
created a ‘wow’
factor while
demonstrating
magnetic field lines
around a bar
magnet.

This demonstration
helped the students
to visualise
magnetic field lines
around a bar
magnet and
overlapping
magnetic field lines.
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Cross Curricular learning encourages students
to make their own connections and draw their
own conclusions based on the material

Year 7 students are learning to apply their knowledge in science to real life
situations around them. A few of them volunteered to research and
investigate more on the three R’s

https://victoriaenglishschool.com

GRATITUDE TREE

:

 Formative assessment: Next Week
 world Habitat day - 3rd October
 World Food Security Day - 6th October
VES Science booster group, will get
the opportunity to receive extra
support and make quick progress in
a relaxed environment.
https://victoriaenglishschool.com
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C O MP U T I N G C L U B
BY MR. BEN AMIR
We are opening Computing Club for
all secondary students, a lot of
activities will be held each week
such as creating posters, editing
videos, creating applications,
learning programming and even
playing games.
Please do let us know by emailing
admin or myself on the emails
below
benamir@ves.ae
admin@ves.ae

ICT THIS W EEK
BY MR. BEN AMIR
This week we are learning about the
practical side in ICT where there can
improve their soft skills while using a
computer. Y8 enjoying the lesson by
solving puzzle games using a binary,
where they learn how to convert 0
and 1 into an alphabet and number.

Victoria English
School

Victoria English
School

https://victoriaenglishschool.com

Victoria English
School

Victoria English
School

Business- Year 10

Our passionate Year 10 students are studying
Business for the first time; their commitment and
enthusiasm are commendable. Their eagerness to
learn about the subject is a source of great pride.
This week they have learned about fundamental
topics of Business such as features of sole traders,
partnerships, social enterprises and sources of
finance.
Curiosity and Imagination
In order to develop the student curiosity and
imagination about markets and new products, they
have been given a collaborative activity on the topic
of launching a new product. This will also help in
enhancing their team work skills. They are all excited
to discuss their innovative ideas and to have the
opportunity to study Business beyond just books.
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A Message from the English Department
The month of September has been exceptional. I have really enjoyed working with all of
my wonderful students. My daily English classes (7S/V,
! 8V, and 9V) have all been a
pleasure to teach. We are covering many different things from reading comprehension
and grammar to creative and persuasive writing; however, I am equally learning so
much from them and their endless creativity. As a department we were particularly
thrilled with the response to the Roald Dahl day on the 13th September. I really enjoyed
correcting the creative writing pieces that I assigned to year 9. They were given a list of
Roald Dahl's most famous and influential quotes. They chose their favourite Roald Dahl
quote and wrote a piece about why they believe it is a quote to live by. I must admit I
felt compelled to acknowledge it in this newsletter as I myself felt very inspired by their
beautiful responses. In 9V Maya, Mariam and Jia’s responses were particularly
spectacular.
A book/film recommendation I have for key stage 3 students to enjoy (especially year 7
and 8) is Wonder by R. J. Palacio. I personally believe this book is incredible. The valuable
life lessons it teaches so effortlessly are astounding. The themes are relatable and the
content is very moving. I urge students who are interested in reading and looking for a
book to add to their list, to do so. An online resource called Adventures in literacy land
suggests “Along with kindness”. The book is rich with other themes such as anti-bullying
and having compassion, acceptance, and empathy for others. Students will be able to
relate to these themes and how Auggie desires to fit in, not stand out.” It teaches a
message that every person should learn. The link below lists the many reasons why you
should read this book. (https://www.adventuresinliteracyland.com/2015/08/6-reasonswhy-you-should-read-wonder-by.html)
Thank you, Miss Elle.

Year 9V on Roald Dahl
The Novel Wonder
day!
https://victoriaenglishschool.com
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Message from the Maths Department
Hello everybody,
This week the mathematics department has been very busy. The year 8 students
have been taking part in Project Based Learning at home and we have been
showing off our outstanding examples of student work.

Project-based real-Life application of Mathematics:
As mathematics teachers, our students always ask why do they need to study
maths and how will it help them in real life. Here in the Mathematics department,
we have decided to start project-based learning.

The aim of the Project Based Learning is to demonstrate a real life application of
mathematical skills. It allows students to develop skills in challenges and problems
they may face in the real world.
Our Year 8 students had to plan a holiday within a certain budget. Our teachers
witnessed the students using many skills such as collaboration, independent
learning, creativity and critical thinking. We are extremely proud of the effort
they have put in!

!
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Message from the Maths Department

Students with Amazing Projects.
• Masa Aeta, Arwa Hatem, Salma Tamer (8V)

• Ibrahim Mohamed, Muhanned, Yousef Mohamed (8E)
• Mariam Tamar, Suhana Kamal, Zoya Ahmed (8E)
• Tawba Fady, Zainab Sitvat (8E)
• Zeina Al Qadri, Leen Bilal, Joudy Hussein (8S)

• Eyed Mohamed, Adam Essam (8S)
Look out for future Project Based Learning that will be taking place in the
Mathematics Department!
These are just a few of the projects; more to come.
Examples of Outstanding progress in Mathematics:
In mathematics there must clear logical working in order to solve a problem. We
have high expectations of our students and the work they do. We are delighted
by the hard work and effort that they have been putting into their maths books!.
Here are some examples of work they have been doing this week.
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Message from the Maths Department
Students with outstanding Presentation.
• Jana Mohamed, Meera Rashid , Omar Ahmed, Omar Ayman. (7 V)

• Zaina Abuhashem (7E)
• Fatma Hassan, Malak Ayoub, Seif Kareem (7S)
• Ali Mohamed, Maitha Abdalla, Talha Abdul Jabar, Mahra Abdallah (8V)
• Suhana Kamal, Yousef Mohamed (8E)

• Adam Essam, Adham Wael, Eyad Mohamed, Meeram Rizwan, Zeina
AlQadri (8S)
• Taliya Abubeker, Jana Ibrahim (9V)
• Gamal Mohammed, Inaya Nasir, Tamara Galal, Emaan Ahmed (9S)
• Aiza Sohail, Alia Ibrahim (10V)
• Hana Ahmed, Maira Abizar (10S)

Key Dates:
Next week we will be having assessments of students’ knowledge of topics
covered so far. This will highlight the students’ areas of strength and the areas
that need improvement. We will use the results to extend and push our students
to increase their attainment. Below are the test dates.
Year 7V : Tuesday, 5th October
Year 7S & 7E: Monday 4th October
Year 8 V,E,S : Thursday 7th October
Year 9 V,S : Monday 4th October
Year 10 V,S: Thursday 7th October
Year 11S: Monday 4th October
Year 11V: Sunday 3rd October
Year 12/13 V/S : Wednesday 6th /Thursday 7thOctober
Statistics/Mechanics: Monday 4th October
Important message!
All students have been sent an email with login details to Dr Frost maths so they
can do homework and practice questions. Please make sure your child is logging in.
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Message from the PE Department
P.E Contacts: Mr Barnes c.barnes@ves.ae & Miss Thompson k.thompson@ves.ae

The Physical Education Curriculum
Primary P.E
Primary students have begun a variety of different schemes of
work during the first term at VES. Firstly, fitness-based games
have been keeping students active, engaged and regaining
crucial physical/motor skills.
Invasion games have been another huge part of the primary
curriculum, looking at fundamental, passing, dribbling and
movement skills to improve physical skills such as hand eye
coordination but also social skills, like being a good team player.
Lastly primary students from years 3 - 6 have begun their swimming
lessons, which have been a huge success in learning and
understanding the basics of good body position in the water and
good kicking. Furthermore, some students have begun the basic
points for the freestyle stroke.
Secondary P.E
Secondary students have begun schemes of work focused around net games, starting with
volleyball. Students have learnt basic rules & regulations, serving, the dig, set/volley and spike
shot.
Additionally, students have started swimming and the participation has slowly been on the rise,
which we are thrilled with. We still encourage parents to please give consent to allow their child
to advance in the pool, it is extremely safe and clean. Any concerns please use the contact
details provided.
Day

ASA’s in P.E
We are delighted to be offering
a variety of ASA’s in P.E. Please
note these will change after
Term 1 so every student has the
chance to participate in some
form of activity.

Club

Area

Years

Sunday

Football &
Ball games

Hall &
playground

7,8 &
9.
1- 6
ball
games

Tuesday

Football &
Badminton

Hall &
playground

10 &
11
7 - 11

Wednesday

Girls
Football &
Basketball

Hall &
playground

7-9
9 -11
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Message from the Humanities Department

I am Mr Luke O’Neill the geography teacher from Leeds,
England. I have a love for football and am looking forward to
running the football after school club this year.
I have currently travelled to 40 countries and counting. I am
looking forward to restarting school trips this year and getting
the students back out in the field. I look forward to a much
more open, less restrictive year now covid restrictions are
easing.

I am Ms Antonia Barden, the new geography teacher at VES
this year. I have been so warmly welcomed to the school by the
students and I already feel a big part of the school community. I
am looking forward to instilling my passion for geography onto
the students and exploring the UAE.
I have also started teaching ballet at VES and using my 10
years experience to inspire our keen dancers.

LO: Learning important
map skills. By Seba
Gabr (yr 8)

LO: Create a poster to
describe the eruption of
Mount Hellen in 1980. By
Reem Walid (Yr 11)

LO: Learning the different
types of rainfall. By Zoya
Mughal (yr 8)
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